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CHAPTER 3

THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Section 1: The Consultation Period and Public Forum

3.1 In compliance with the requirement of section 19 of the EACO,
the Commission conducted a public consultation exercise on its provisional
recommendations from 5 July to 3 August 2007 for a period of 30 days.
During this period, members of the public were invited to submit
representations to the Commission to express their views on the provisional

recommendations on the delineation and names of the GCs.

3.2 A list of the provisionally recommended GCs, together with the
component Districts and DCCAs, and maps showing the boundaries of the
GCswere exhibited for public inspection at District Offices, public housing
estate offices, post offices, public libraries and the REO during the
consultation period. The public may also browse such information on the

EAC'swebsite.

3.3 An open letter from the Chairman of the EAC was attached to
each set of consultation document to explain to the public the statutory
criteriaand working principles adopted by the Commission in delineating

GCs.
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34 The public consultation was widely publicised through the
electronic and print media as well asthe EAC’s website on the Internet and

the government gazette.

3.5 On thefirst day of the consultation period, i.e. 5 July 2007, the
Commission held a press conference to launch the public consultation
exercise and invited the public to give their views on the Commission’s
provisional recommendations. The Commission also appealed to the
public that not only those who had different views should speak up, but also
those who supported the provisional recommendations should do likewise.
Thiswas to enable the EAC to more accurately gauge the public’'s views and

degree of acceptance of the provisional recommendations.

3.6 The REO also briefed the LegCo Panel on Constitutional
Affairson 16 July 2007, where Members expressed their views on the

provisional recommendations.

3.7 A public forum was held at 2:30 pm on 26 July 2007 at the
Conference Room of the EAC in Wan Chai, where members of the public
could personally attend and make oral representations to the Commission
direct. Audio-visual aids were used to facilitate understanding of the

representations by making reference to maps.
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Section 2 : Number of Representations Received

3.8 The EAC received one proposal from the public concerning the
delineation exercise before commencement of the public consultation.
During the consultation period, the Commission received atotal of 219
written representations. At the forum, 51 persons turned up and 14 of them

expressed their views on the provisional recommendations.

3.9 The original texts of the written representations are contained
in Part Il of thisvolume. Summaries of the written and oral

representations are shown in Appendix V of thisvolume.





